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President


Professor Andrew Clark

Supporting Statement:
British cardiology needs a strong, united voice at a time of profound change in our profession, our workforce, and the way we deliver care. I would be honoured to serve as President of the BCS and to help ensure that our specialty continues to be influential at the highest levels.
I’m a heart failure cardiologist in Hull, and I have been a consultant since 1999. Over more than 25 years, I have seen and contributed to enormous changes in cardiology, whilst maintaining an academic career with more than 300 primary research papers and over 200 other publications. My leadership experience includes serving as Chair of the British Society for Heart Failure, where I led the organisation through a period of expansion and change. I also led the production of an all-party parliamentary group report on heart failure through my chairmanship of the Heart Failure Alliance, helping ensure that heart failure had a strong voice in national policy discussions.
I’ve served the BCS in several roles, including as an elected member of Council. I have chaired the Programme Committee for the last three years. I’ve introduced many new themes, including the cardiology in the wider world strand, the clinical trials updates, careers zone and integrating the moderated posters into the main sessions. I believe the annual conference has successfully bounced back from the COVID years and grown in both attendance and entertainment whilst maintaining its core function of providing education and training for the membership.
The future strength of our society surely rests on our relations with our affiliates and, crucially, with cardiologists in training. As sub-specialties continue to grow in importance, it is understandable that many of us feel a primary loyalty our sub-specialty organisation. However, for British cardiology to be heard and respected in the corridors of power, the need for a united national voice has never been greater.
As a society, we have to stand in support of the members of the British Junior Cardiologists’ Association. Constructive relations with the Royal College of Physicians are essential if we are to shape issues such as future training for the next generation of cardiologists, the impact on care delivery of professions allied to medicine, and the movement of care into the community. We need a strong and resonant voice: and that can only come from a united voice. Advocacy on behalf of our specialty is the fundamental role of the BCS.
If I’m elected, this would be the last major leadership role of my professional career. I’ve reached the stage where I have no fear of taking unpopular positions on behalf of the BCS, and nor do I have any ambition to move on to other roles with other bodies. My commitment to the BCS will be absolute. I will serve the BCS with complete independence and integrity, focused solely on what is best for our members and for British cardiology.
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