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VP Education


Dr Louise Buchanan

Supporting Statement:
I wish to stand for the position of Vice President for Education of the British Cardiovascular Society, as I am committed to ensure all individuals working within the field of cardiology have the highest standards in education for the benefit of patients. I am a Consultant Cardiologist within North Cumbria, working in this role since 2013. The Cumberland Infirmary is a rural district general hospital, serving a population of 350,000 and providing 24/7 primary PCI. Additionally, I have been in the role of Medical Director Professional Standards since 2023. I therefore understand the challenges that can arise within cardiology and how the delivery of education that suits all is crucial for every one of us.
I have a background in education, completing the Postgraduate Certificate in Medical Education in 2017, and understand modern approaches to education delivery. I am currently involved in education for those still at school, considering medicine, through to fellow colleagues. I have been course director for the annual Career In Medicine event for 11 years, encouraging students to apply to medicine. I am the Professionalism Lead for the Pears Cumbria School of Medicine, a collaboration between the University of Cumbria and Imperial, shaping the content for students and actively participate in different methods of teaching. I was previously Associate Foundation Tutor (2016-2019) and am Clinical and Educational Supervisor for higher trainees, as well as supervising other wider members of the cardiology team, including non-medical staff. I am module lead for the North Cumbria School of Generalism. I also contribute to the Clinical Director Development Programme within North Cumbria, which is accredited by Faculty of Medical Leadership and Management.
I understand the need for novel methodologies of teaching and have led on the webinar programme for the Women In Cardiology, in conjunction with members.  I am on the Programme Committee of the BCS, contributing to the content of the flagship conference and have presented and chaired sessions at the annual BCS-Mayo course. As current Vice President for Professional and Society Values of the BCS, I have led on the forthcoming professionalism webinar and the recent BCS Code of Conduct to ensure an inclusive environment for all. Moreover, I previously was the non-surgical centre representative of the BCS and understand the differing challenges for individuals working in these settings, both for educational needs and the ability to attend.
In my prior role on the Executive Board of EAPCI as Treasurer, I engaged collaboratively with senior clinical leaders, and my leadership background would enable me to provide professional oversight in this area. It is important that as professionals working within cardiology, we support the BCS and the mission to set standards of clinical excellence, maintaining the highest standards and good practice, for the benefit of patients. A key strategic aim for the BCS is education and alongside my experience, I believe I have the enthusiasm, skills and motivation to be Vice President for Education of the BCS.
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